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Peace Village Newberg

Newberg, OR

September 23, 2014

To Whom it May Concern:

 
I am pleased to be able to enthusiastically recommend Oscar DeGruy’s program for youth.  He has come to Peace Village in Newberg, Oregon for the past two years (2013 and 2014) to lead our middle school group. Peace Village is a nonprofit summer camp dedicated to teaching elementary and middle school age children about peace in an interactive and engaging way. Some of the camp themes include nonviolent conflict resolution, unity in diversity, cultural appreciation, and environmental education. The camp runs for one week, with a presentation for families and community members on the last evening.

 Oscar worked with the middle school group during the afternoons. Over the course of the week they created a dance performance and learned to give short speeches all of which were presented at the final evening performance. The program was amazing! Oscar’s charismatic personality as well as the dynamic content kept the students enthusiastically engaged and motivated throughout. 

 
We were so impressed with Oscar’s work the first year that we invited him again the following summer.  The program reinforces positive values, and all students gain self-confidence and leadership from participating in the program and from starring in the performance on the last day. 

 
Before the 2014 camp, we had some concerns about repeat students doing Oscar’s program for the second year in a row, but there was no need to worry. Oscar used those participants to lead and mentor their peers, further building their self-confidence. He also adjusted the content enough that they were doing some new material as well as some things they had done the previous year.

 
A positive achievement for Peace Village was the degree of racial and cultural diversity among the participants, especially considering it took place in the mostly white community of Newberg. We were pleased that Oscar focused on unity in diversity and talked about the importance of honoring racial and cultural differences: “Love sees ALL colors” rather than “love sees no color”.


Peace Village Newberg unequivocally endorses Oscar DeGruy for positive youth programs everywhere. 

Sincerely,

Amanda Gronich

Peace Village Newberg
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